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et al.: Summer Opportunities for Music Educators

Summer Opportunities for Music Educators
Dr. Paul F. Doerksen, Chair of Music Education and Director of the Summer Program

The Mary Pappert School of Music is pleased
to offer PK–12 music educators a summer program
designed to meet their professional needs. Current
educators are required to complete professional
development units (such as Pennsylvania’s Act 48)
for maintaining or advancing their certifications.
Other educators are looking to start graduate studies.
Duquesne’s Summer Music Program provides many
opportunities to meet these needs, in a stimulating and
rewarding environment.
For educators interested in developing their skills
and knowledge in specific content areas, but who are
not looking to complete graduate degrees, many of the
summer workshops and courses may be taken without
graduate enrollment. And, summer offerings have the
added benefit of significantly reduced costs. Summer
tuition rates are approximately one-third the cost of fall
and spring rates.
Among the many summer graduate education
opportunities are workshops, such as Strings Without
Boundaries, The Art of Wind Ensemble and Band
Conducting, the GAMA Teaching Guitar Workshop
and the Instrumental Jazz Workshop. Academic course
work includes the many levels of TI:ME (typically
four or five levels are offered each summer) and a wide
variety of electives in music education (see sidebar).
The Master of Music in Music Education
(MMME) program—for music educators seeking longer
programs of study—comprises a general core of classes
in music, a focused core in music education, and a
slate of music education electives focused on pedagogy
and methods across PK–12 settings. Most courses are
scheduled from late June through the end of July, with
some courses meeting online as an option to students of
the fall and spring semesters.
In the MMME program, students have
opportunities to delve into issues of contemporary
music education. Classes in Introduction to Research in
Music, Foundations of Music Education, Psychology of
Music Teaching and Learning, and Music Education
Research Design provide common gathering places
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for graduate student discussions; electives in music
education—and the tailored final project—allow
students to put individual touches on their respective
programs. In all, graduate students work closely with
department advisors and project chairs as they pursue
and complete their programs.
Whether educators need additional credits for
professional development, seek summer opportunities
for personal growth or want to pursue a comprehensive
graduate program, Duquesne’s Summer Music Program
has something to offer all music educators. For more
information, please visit www.duq.edu/music/musiceducation. Or, contact me directly at doerksenp@duq.
edu. Best wishes in your educational pursuits!

A Variety of Electives
Over the past few years, electives offered during summer sessions
have covered a wide variety of music education specialties. Past
course offerings have included:
For elementary and general educators
12 Steps to Music Literacy Using Conversational Solfege
Making Folk Music Come Alive
Singing: An Essential Element in Elementary Music Classes
Sing, Play, and Learn
For band educators
Band Instrument Repair for Teachers
Percussion Techniques Workshop
The ART of Instrumental Music
For choral teachers
Classics for the High School Choir
High School Choral Music: Artistic Solutions to the Repertoire 		
		 Dilemma
Voice for Music Educators
For string teachers
How Firm a Foundation! A Solid and Comprehensive Approach 		
		 for Beginning and Intermediate String Instructions
String Teachers’ Revitalization and Reinvigoration Workshop
For all PK–12 music educators
Improvisation: Where to Begin in Your Classroom
Gordon Institute for Music Learning
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